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FACULTY OF LAW CREDIT/ADVANCED STANDING 
PROTOCOL 

Contact Officer Student Affairs and Service Quality Manager 
Date First Approved 15 August 2013 
Approval Authority Law Executive  
Date of Next Review Under Review 

 
1. OVERVIEW 

 
1.1. This protocol governs the approach to the admission of students with advanced standing from other 

tertiary institutions into the Faculty of Law. It also covers current students who have been granted 
permission to transfer credit to their current admitted program. 

 
2. DEFINITIONS 

 
For the purposes of this protocol, the following words/phrases have the meaning attributed to them 
below: 
 
Advanced Standing Credit for subjects in a program of study granted on the basis 

of successful previous studies. 
 

Compulsory Subject A subject that is essential to qualify for an award and which must be 
successfully completed unless credit or exemption has been granted. 

  
Core Subject Core curriculum studies required in all undergraduate programs. 

 
Credit Where a student is not required to enrol in a subject, as it has been 

formally acknowledged that the student has previously satisfied or 
completed the subject matter; thereby reducing the number of 
subjects needed to complete the program. 

Exemption Where a student is exempt from undertaking a required Core or 
compulsory subject, but the subject must be replaced with an 
alternative subject. An exemption does not reduce the overall 
number of subjects required for the program. Exemption should be 
granted for relevant experience rather than formal study. 

  
General Elective A subject that may be chosen from virtually any on offer across the 

University provided prerequisites, enrolment restrictions and any 
other Faculty requirements have been met. 
 

Law Elective A subject that can be chosen from a selection of rotated law subjects 
offered each semester by the Faculty of Law.  

Precedent Database A record of previously assessed credit applications approved or 
rejected. 

  
Program A combination of subjects which according to degree rules leads to 

an academic award of the University. 
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3. THE PROTOCOL 
 
Types of Credit 
 

3.1. General Credit: The student is granted credit for general electives or law electives that do not require a 
specific match to Bond taught subjects. 
 

3.2. Specified Credit: The student is granted credit for a subject(s) that matches a specific subject(s) within 
the program. Students who receive credit for a subject are not required to complete that subject in 
order to qualify for the program award. 
 

3.3. Exemption: The student is exempted from having to study a compulsory subject but must study another 
law subject in its place. Where exemption is granted for a Core subject, another relevant subject must 
be substituted. 

 
Transfer of Grades with Credit 
 

3.4. When credit is approved for prior study from another institution, the grades that are achieved are not 
included on the Bond University academic transcript and are not included in the calculation of the 
grade point average. 
 

3.5. If credit is transferred from a previous Bond University program for a specific subject, then the grade 
achieved for that subject will be displayed but not included in the grade point average calculation. The 
subject previously completed must be the same subject that is contained in the current program 
including the same subject code and level. 

 
Exemption for Prior Experience 
 

3.6. Professional experience, professional training and development, and other experience through 
employment and life may be approved for exemption towards any of the Faculty of Law’s programs, but 
only in exceptional circumstances. 

 
Credit Limits 
 

3.7. Bachelor of Laws (LLB) 
Bachelor of Business Law (BBL) 
Bachelor of Jurisprudence (BJuris) 
Juris Doctor (JD) 
Master of Laws (LLM) 
Master of Legal Administration (MLA) 
 
The maximum amount of credit which may be approved for transfer from another recognised university 
is one-half of each of the above programs. 

 
3.8. Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice (GDLP) 

 
Credit is not normally transferred into this program.  
 

3.9. Doctor of Legal Science (SJD) 
 
The maximum amount of credit which may be approved for transfer from another recognised university  
into this program is 20cp – only applicable for credit that has not been applied to a completed and  
awarded LLM. 
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Guidelines for Approval of Credit 
 

3.10. To obtain credit for any compulsory subject(s) within Faculty of Law programs, the content of the 
previously undertaken subject(s) must cover at least 80% of the content of the Bond subject(s) for 
which credit is being sought. 
 

3.10.1. Bachelor of Laws (LLB), Bachelor of Business Law (BBL), Bachelor of Jurisprudence (BJuris) 
 

3.10.1.1. University Core Subjects 
 

Approval of credit for University Core subjects will be determined by the Office of the 
Core Curriculum. 

 
3.10.1.2. Compulsory Law Subjects and Law Electives 

 
Subjects which are the basis of a credit application must have been taught in a 
professionally recognised law degree in a university, and those subjects must be 
eligible for credit towards a Bachelor of Laws at that institution. 
 
Credit for subjects undertaken in an overseas jurisdiction will be assessed according to 
principles determined by the Law Admissions Consultative Committee. 
 
Credit for law electives can be granted for any full-unit (approximately 36 hour tuition 
contact) law subjects previously undertaken. 
 
If a student is awarded credit for five or more compulsory law subjects then an 
exemption will be awarded for LAWS11-111 Legal Skills. The student will be required to 
complete one law elective as a replacement. Subjects not included as part of the five 
are LAWS11-110 Australian Legal System, LAWS11-320 Legal Ethics and Professional 
Conduct and LAWS11-321 Bookkeeping and Trust Accounts.   
 
Successful completion of LAWS17-coded law electives cannot be credited towards 
future postgraduate studies. 

 
3.10.1.3. General Electives 

 
Credit for general electives may be granted one-for-one for any full-unit subjects 
undertaken at a university. 

 
3.10.1.4. Business / IT or Humanities (BBL or BJuris only) 

 
For the BBL, credit for Business/IT subjects may be granted one-for-one for any full-unit 
Business/IT subjects undertaken at a university.  
 
For the BJuris, credit for Humanities subjects may be granted one-for-one for any full-
unit Humanities subjects undertaken at a university. 

 
3.10.1.5. TAFE 

 
Students who have completed a minimum of a Diploma in the following disciplines will 
be eligible for four general electives towards the Bachelor of Laws degree: 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 
• Building/Construction Management 
• Business Studies 
• Computing Studies 
• Engineering 
• Geology/Geoscience 
• Legal/Justice Studies 
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• Library & Information Studies 
• Nursing 
• Social Work/Social Welfare 
• Surveying/Geomatics 
• Teacher Ed (Early Childhood Ed) 
• Tourism/Hospitality 
• Visual Arts and Design 

 
3.10.1.6. Police 

 
Students who have previously completed studies in the Queensland Police, 
Management Development Training, may obtain one-for-one general elective credit. 

 
3.10.1.7. Bachelor of Arts (English as an International Language) 

 
Students who complete the first two semesters of this program through Bond University 
will be eligible for credit towards the Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Business Law and 
Bachelor of Jurisprudence. Information can be found here: Credit Table 

 
3.10.2. Master of Legal Administration (MLA) 

 
Law subjects which are the basis of a credit application must be taught at postgraduate level in 
a professionally recognised law degree in a university. 

 
3.10.2.1. Compulsory subjects 

 
Subjects which are the basis of a credit application must form part of a professionally 
recognised Juris Doctor in a university. 

 
3.10.2.2. Law Electives 

 
Credit may be granted for postgraduate law electives on the basis of prior postgraduate 
law subjects undertaken. 

 
3.10.2.3. General Electives 

 
Credit for general electives may be granted one-for-one for any full-unit postgraduate 
subjects undertaken at a university. 

 
3.10.3. Juris Doctor 

 
Law subjects which are the basis of a credit application must be taught at postgraduate level in a 
professionally recognised law degree in a university. 

 
3.10.3.1. Compulsory subjects 

 
Subjects which are the basis of a credit application must form part of a professionally 
recognised Juris Doctor in a university. 
 
Credit for subjects undertaken in an overseas jurisdiction will be assessed according to 
principles determined by the Law Admissions Consultative Committee. 
 
If a student is awarded credit for five or more compulsory subjects then an exemption will 
be awarded for LAWS75-111 Legal Skills. The student will be required to complete a law 
elective as a replacement. Subjects not included as part of the five are LAWS75-110 
Australian Legal System, LAWS75-320 Legal Ethics and Professional Conduct and 
LAWS75-321 Bookkeeping and Trust Accounts. 

 

https://bond.edu.au/program/credit-table
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3.10.3.2. Law Electives 
 

Credit may be granted for postgraduate law electives on the basis of prior postgraduate 
law subjects undertaken. 

 
3.10.4. Master of Laws (LLM) 

 
Credit may be granted towards a Master of Laws degree (LLM) in accordance with the table below 
and to a maximum of 4 subjects (40cp). 
 
For specialist LLM programs, credit applications must be based on prior study in a cognate 
discipline area.   
 
Law subjects which are the basis of a credit application must be taught at postgraduate level in a 
professionally recognised law degree in a university. 
 
Prior studies Maximum credit towards Bond LLM 
Bond JD Up to 4 subjects (40cp), comprising 4 

law electives* 

Non Bond JD Up to 2 subjects (20cp) 

Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice Up to 2 subjects (20cp) 

Other recognised postgraduate Law 
program 

Up to 2 subjects (20cp) 

Non Bond LLM (under dual award 
agreement with approved partner 
institution) 

Up to 4 subjects (40cp) 

 
LLM students can rely on law electives completed during a Bond JD in determining their LLM 
specialisation (40cp of cognate subjects). However, to earn a particular LLM specialisation, 
students must complete at least one of the relevant subjects while enrolled in the LLM. 

 
3.10.5. Doctor of Legal Science (SJD) 

 
Credit may be granted for up to two subjects (20cp) undertaken in an LLM program completed at 
a recognised university – only applicable for credit that has not been applied to a completed and 
awarded LLM. 

Time Limits 
 

3.11. Time limits are governed by the Academic Programs Policy TL 3.6.2 
 

Withdrawal of Credit 
 

3.12. The Faculty of Law, Bond University reserves the right to withdraw credit that has been granted where 
an error has been made in the assessment of an application or where the documentation supplied by 
the applicant has been found to be misleading or invalid. 
 

Applying for Credit 
 

3.13. All students wishing to apply for credit should follow the University process found in the Academic 
Programs Policy TL 3.3.1 

 
4.  RELATED POLICIES AND PROTOCOLS 

 
Academic Programs Policy TL 3.3.1 
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5.   RELATED GUIDELINES AND FORMS 
 
  Nil 
 
6. MODIFICATION HISTORY 
 

Date Sections Source Details 
15 August 2013 All  Date of approval 
24 June 2015 All  Date of previous reviews 
15 August 2016 All  Date of previous reviews 
8 August 2018 All  Date of previous reviews 
18 September 2019 All  Date of last amendment 
 All  Date of next review 

 

 

 

 

 


